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| Preached at 


PETERSFIELD, 


I” THE 
© OUNT Y of Southampton, 
IEK bruar) 13. 1721-2. 
f At the Opening of a Meeting-Houſe, lately 


Erected by the PkotTzsTant DissEenteRs| 
of that 'T'own. 


& ar at the Requeſt of the MINIST ERS and 
| PeopLE who heard it. 1 


By JOHN NFORM AN. 
of Portſmouth. 
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Printed for J o h CLAR x, at the Bible and 
Crown in the Poultry, near Cheapſide: Aud 
may alſo be had of G. EvzxDen, Bookleller in 

| Portſmouth. M. pcc. xx11. 
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2 57 ol Have fu fer'd this Diſcourſe 10 go 
out of my Hands, to oblige the Mi- 
ers and People, by whom I was, 
ES in the moſt preſſi mg Mater, ſalicited 
to make it publick. | 
My Compliance with a Requeſt fo earneſtly re- 


peated, will let my Brethren and Friends ſee what 


4 Regard 1 have to their Judgment; and, at the 


ſame time, give me an Opportunity of acquainting 


the World, what Doctrine was preached, to an 


* Auditory, whoſe aſſembling (though by Liberty 


- From, and under the Protection of our wiſe and 
good Government) was thought ſufficient, by 
a great many, to juſtify the radeſt and moſt un- 


. matinerly Carriages, that I was ever 4 Witneſs 


t0, | "RY 

— Some Proteſtant Diſſenters in Petersfield, 

having long wiſh'd for an Opportunity of ſerving 

God in a Way which appear'd to them to be the 
A. 2 ; beſt, 
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| beſt, lately erefled a very decent Place for Reli- | 
 gious Worſhip ; which was opened on Tueſday, 


Feb. 13. 122, by ſeveral 8 who, » 


| Invitation, met on that Occaſions. 175 


The Services of the Day were 1 ith 
great Order and Solemnity, aud, I believe, to 
the Satisfaftion of all that were preſent : But 
great was the Spite without doors. Several Me- 
thods were taken to diſturb the Congregation in the 
time of Worſhip. When the Aſſembly was dif- 
miſs'd, the Miniſters and People were ſaluted 
with the Civilities of a clamorous and inſulting 
Mob, and the Street rang, even at Midnight, 
with ſuch noiſy Railery and Invective, as ciui- 


lix d Pagans would have been ready to bluſhat. 


Indeed, ſome of the Inhabitants of the Town, 


who are of the Church of England, were very 
| handſome in their Behaviour, and ſeveral (as we 
uere inform d) reſented the unchriſtian and un- 
genteel Uſage, which we met with from their 
| Neighbours ; and we perſuade ourſelves, that 
' when they know the Diſſenters better, they will 
be more convinc d, that we did not deſerve ſuch 
Treatment. 


F the Diſcourſe which is now publiſb d, may 
have a Tendency to diſpoſſeſs any of their unrea- 


| ſonable Prejudices, and to promote Charity, 
Love, and Peace among Chriſtians, I ſhall have 


my End. 


 Erusms 


ERES. I. 22, 23. - 


\ 


ie Church, which is bis. 
Body 


Am fully perſuaded, that the 
Ball deplorable Contentions which have, 
for ſo many Ages, diſturb'd the 
Chriſtian World, to the Diſho- 
nour of God, the Grief of all the fincere 


Lovers of Peace and Holineſs, and the Pre- 


judice of Chriſt's Intereſt and Kingdom, have 


been very much owing to miſtaken Notions 
about the Church, and particularly to Mens 


confining it to the ſeveral Parties with which 
they have been engaged, to the Excluſion of 
all that have not been able entirely to give 


in to their Sentiments. 


'There were ſome, when Chriſtianity was 
in its Infancy, who uncharitably maintained, 


That if Perſons were not circumcis d after the As xv. x. 


manner of Moles, they could not be ſaved. 
'This 
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ww Ne al Extent 5 
This cauſed ſuch great Uneaſineſs and Diſ- 


putes among the Brethren, that Paul arid 
Barnabas found it expedient to take a Journey. . | 


from Autibeh to Jeruſalem, to conſult with 

the Apoſtles and Eldets about the Queſtion, 

and to prevent the ill Conſequenees har 
were like to ariſe from it. 

The Donatiſts, in the fourth Century, af- 
firmed their Party to be the one Holy Catholick 
Church * 3 and, in defiance of that extenſive 
Charity which the Goſpel ſo earneſtly recom- 
mends, declared all the reſt of the World to 
be cut off from the Body of Chriſt. 

The Zealots of the Church of Rome have 
thought it no Diſhonour to follow theſe 
ſcandalous Examples, and to anathematize, 
and, in conſequence of that, to perſecute, 


impriſon, burn, and deſtroy, ſuch as, for 


Conſtience- ſake, have ſeparated from their 
Communion: And (I am ſorry that I ſhould 
have Occaſion to ſay it) too many, among 
Proteſtants themſelves (and pethaps ſome of all 
Denominations) have countenanced, more 
than they ought to have done, that Schiſma- 


| tical Principle, by their Forwardneſs to con- 


demn one another on the account of things, 
in which the Eſſence of Religion is not the 
2 eee | 


| 
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* Fecleſiam lane nullibi eſſe quam in Africa, 


& quidem tantum eſſe in parte Donati. Auguſtinus 
* Cent. Magdeburg. vol. 1. Cent. 4. 4 210. 


There 
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of 22 Church, pug 7 
There are too many who are for 
ring the Privileges of the Goſpel, and will 
hardly allow that any have a Right to them 
bur themſelves, and thoſe of their own Way- 
Their Mouths are full of damnatory Senten- 
ces againſt ſuch as differ from them ; and, as 
far as it is in their power to do it, they ex- 
clude them, not only from the Church on 
Earth, but ſhur the Gates of the Kingdom of 
Heaven againſt them too. This Uſage grieves 
ſome, and very much exaſperates others; and 
by this, Feuds and Animoſities are kept up 
among Chriſtians, and Peoples Spirits are ſo 
irritated, and ſach a Foundation is laid for 
Anger, Envy, Jealouſies, and Diſcontents, 
| that inſtead of living together as Brethren, 
\ | they too often behave more like Strangers 
and Enemies. This Uncharitableneſs and I 
Opinion of all different Parties, oniy gathers the 
Fuel together (as the Learned Stillingfleet ex- 
preſſes it) and prepares combuſtible Matter, 
| which wants nothing but the claſhing of an adverſe 
| Party, afted upon Principles of a like nature, to 
make it break out into an open Flame *. 
It may therefore be of good Uſe (and I 
hope it will) to enquire into the Nature and 3 
; Extent of that Church, concerning which 
there has been ſo much Controverſy, and out 
of which contending Parties have been ſo 
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wi MPR... to „ one another: 
and with this View I have made choice of 
the Words which were juſt now read, to be 
the Subject of my Diſcourſe. 
| What relation the Text has to the prece- 
Ps Part of the Chapter, you will eaſily ſee, 
if you take notice of the Scope and Deſign. 
of it. In ſome of the foregoing Verſes, the 
| | Apoſtle ſpeaks of the high Honour and Dig- 
| nity which God the Father conferred on his 
Son, when he raiſed him from the Dead: 
ales ſet him (it is ſaid) at his own Right-Hand, 
| or above all Principality and Power, and every 
Name that is named, not only in this World, but 
2b in that which is to come, and hath put all 
things under his Feet. Our Redeemer having ful- 
ly ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, and perform'd, by 
his active and paſſive Obedience, all that the 
1 | FPather required of him; the Bands of Death, 
Fo Which, for ſome time, detain'd him in the 
| | | Grave, were broken; the Almighty Captive 
| | Vuoas ſet at liberty, and honour'd with the 
| | brighteſt Crown, and moſt dazling 'Throne 
1 in Heaven, where he ſways the univerſal | 
f Scepter, and manages the Affairs of both 
| Worlds with an uneontroul'd Authority, 
8 none daring to ſay unto him, What doſt 
thou? To him the whole Creation is in 
, | Subje&tion ; but there is one particular Part 
| of it, which he is in a more peculiar Manner 
the Head of, and thay is the Church. And 
81 | gave 
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» gave him to be Head over all Things to the Charch, 


which is his Body. 


The Words preſent us with an Argument, 


which is as copious, as it is noble and ſub. 


lime; and had I time to take in the Compaſs 


and Extent of it, a vaſt Variety of uſeful and 
important Truths would offer themſelves to 


our Conſideration. As an Introduction to 
what I particularly deſign ; I might mention 
to you the Derivation and various Accepta- 


tions of the Greek Word, ex Nei, and take 
notice of the ſeveral Diſtinctions under which 


the Church has been treated of. As, for in- 


ſtance; that it is either Militant or Trium- 
phaut; Repreſenting, or Repreſented ; Univerſal, 
or Particular; Viffble, or Inviſible, &c. But 


my Intention, at preſent, being to ſpeak of 


the Church as a Society ſo nearly related to 
Jeſus Chriſt, as to be called his Body ; I ſhall 
confine wy Diſcourſe to the following Heads. 


I. I ſhall enquire what that Church is, which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in the Text, under 
the Character of the Body of Chriſt. 

II. Conſider the Relation which that Cha- 


rater ſuggeſts; and ſhew the Reaſons 


and Foundation of it. And, 

III. Make ſuch an Improvement of what 
ſhall be offer'd under theſeHeads,as may 
render my Diſcourſe the more uſeful. 
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The 3 and E xtent 


| L* am to enquire what that Church is, 
which we find ſpoken of by the Apoſtle | 
| under the Character of the Body of Chriſt: 
| And here give me leave to preſent you with 
ſome celebrated Writers, and moſt of them 
of the Church of England; and let Dr. Field 
be heard firſt. © The Church (faith he) is the 
_< Multitude and Number of thoſe whom 
ce Almighty God ſevereth from the teſt of the 
World, by the Work of his Grace, and 
calleth to the Participation of Eternal Hap- 
© pineſs, by the Knowledge of ſuch ſuper- 


| * natural Verities, as, concerning their Ever- 


hs laſting Good, he hath revealed in Chriſt 
e his Son, and ſuch other happy Means as 
© he hath appointed to further and ſet for- 
e ward the Work of their Salvation“ Let 
us next hear that great Diving Dr. Barrow, 
who tells us, that © the whole Body of God's 
people, that is, ever hath been, or ever 
« „ Thall be, from the beginning of the World, 

to the Conſummation thereof, who having 
. formally, or virtually belleved in Chriſt, 
<.and ſincerely obeyed God's Laws, ſhall 
25 * finally, by the meritorious Performances 
and Sufferings of Chriſt, be ſaved, is called 
Pp the Churcht.” And again: © To the Cat he- 
* lick Society of true Ne rb through- 


* Field of the Church 


11. 
+ Diſcourſe of Church bn 


N * ä | 
„ out all Ay agen arg 1. 
© Countries, whereof Part doth ſojourn in 


** Earth, Part doth reſide in Heaven, Part 


* whereof is deſeribed in the Regiſter of 


* Divine Pre-ordination, and ſhall be recol- | 


jected at the Reſurrection of the Juſt ; to 
* this Church eſpecially, all the glorious 


5 Has, and excellent Privileges attributed 


* to the Church in Holy Seripture do agree. 
This is the Body of Chriſt, whereof he is 
* the Head and Saviour“ My Lord of He- 
reford (late Biſhop of Bangor) deſcribing the 
Church of Chriſt, expreſſes himſelf to the 
ſame Purpoſe, though in very different Words: 
It is (aich he) the Number of Men, whe- 
© ther ſmall or great, whether diſpers'd or 
united, who truly and ſincerely are Sub- 
©" ods to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their Law- 
© giver and Judge in Matters relating to the 
* Favour of God and their Eternal Salvationf. 
Excellent Mr. Corbet delivers himſelf thus, viz, 
*The Church is a Society of regenerate Per- 
© ſons, joined to Chriſt as their Head, and 
* to one another as Fellow-Members, by a 
© Myſtical Union, through the Holy Ghoſt 
< reſiding in them all; and through Faith 
< unfeigned towards God in Chriſt, and ho- 


ly Love towards one another, juſtified, 


* Diſccurſe of Church Unity. 


I Sermon preach'd before the King, March 31. 1517. 
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The Naturs and Extent 
& ſanctified, and adopted to the Inheritance 
© of Eternal Glory $.” All which Deſcrip- 
tions agree with that of the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, viz. © The Catholick, or Univerſal 
** Church, conſiſts of the whole Number of 
** the Ele& that have been, are, and ſhall be 
* 'gathered into one, under Chriſt the Head 
thereof, and is the Spouſe, the Body, the 
i Pulneſs of him who filleth all in all *.” From 
which Deſcriptions of the Church, and the 
Account which the Scriptures give of it; I 


_ undertake to demonſtrate and defend this 


Propoſition, viz. 


That all true and ſincere Chriſtians, in 
what Part of the World ſoever they 
live, whatever Denomination they go 
under, and how much ſoever they 
way differ in the Circumſtantials of 
Religion, and Modes of Worſhip, are 
Members of that Church which is 
Chriſt's Myſtical Body; but none elſe. 


'The Propoſition, you ſee, conſiſts of two 
Parts, and both of them being of Importance, 
they Will deſerve a diſtin& Conſideration. 

1.4 advance, and ſhall endeavour to main- 
tain, that all true and ſincere Chriſtians are 


— 
li 


* 127 


0 Corbet's Remains, p. 6. | 5 
7 Aﬀerbly's Confeſſion 77 Faith, 
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e Chriſt's Church, confiderd. 13 
Members of that Church which is Chriſt's 
Myſtical Body. By true and fincere Chriſtians, 

I. mean ſuch as believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with a Faith unfeigned ; who aſſent 
to thoſe Divine Truths which this great Pro- 
phet, by Commiſſion from his Father, pub- 
liſhed to the World; ſubmit to, and ſincerely 
obey him as their Lawgiver and King, and 
depend on his Merits and Interceſſion alone 
for the Pardon of their Sins, Acceptance with 
God, and Eternal Life. Such are true Chri- 
ſtians; and ſuch, whatever Difference there 
may be in their Opinions and Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, are Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body. 
n All the Saints that lived in the paſt Ages of 


vo 41 2 (9 = ty FR, Poe 1 


y the World, and are now in a State of Glory 

0 and Triumph, are of this bleſſed Society: ſo 

L are all the real Chriſtians which are alive now, | 
of and ſo will all thoſe be, who ſhall live in the ; 
re Generations to come, to the End of 'Time. 
is Chriſt's Fock is indeed, in compariſon, but Luke di. 


ſe. | a little one; but, Thanks be to God, it is not? 
confined within ſuch narrow Limits, as ſome 


vo People, who have a very ſcanty Charity, and 
de, are under the Power and Influence of Party- 

Prejudices, would repreſent it to be. The 
n- | Extent of it, I am ſure, is no leſs than my 


Are Propoſition ſuggeſts : and if Perſons would 
read the Scriptures with Care and Impartia- 
lity, and conſider the many groſs Abſurdities 
my | Which would be the Conſequence of their 

denying 
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The Nature and Extent | 
denying what I have advanced under this 
Head, they could not but own the Truth 
which TI am pleading for. 

We are told in the New 'Teſtament, that 


= xiii. all that believe are Juſtified ; that as many as 


39 oi. 12.receive him, to them gave he Power to become the 


Chap. v. 


Sous of God, even to them that believe on his 


| Chap, iii, Name. God ſo loved the World (ſaith our Sa- 


viour) that he gave his ouly-begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. And in another Place, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth my 
Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, bath 
everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come into Condem- 
nation, but is paſſed from Death to Life. Now 
if true Chriſtians of all Denomi nations are not 
of the Church which is Chriſt's Body, it would 
follow that ſome may be juſtified and pardoued, 
adopted and ſaved, who are not united to the 


Lord Jeſus, or Members of his Myſtical Body; 
which is expreſly contrary to a great many 


John xv. 


plain Texts of Scripture, and particularly to 
the Words of our Saviour, Fa Man abide not 
in me, he is caſt forth as a Branch.  q 

Moreover, all true Believers, we know, 
derive ſpiritual and vital Influences from 
Chriſt, (elſe they could not be fincere Belie- 
vers) and therefore they muſt be Members of 
his Myſtical Body, becauſe without Union with 
Chriſt, there could not be a Participation of 
that Grace to which that Divine Life is 


owing, 
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=o CBriſbs Church, confider'd. 


to, or by whatever Denomination they are 


Fartakers of the 1 initiating Ordinance of the 
Goſpel, in their Infancy, or not before they 


ther they worſhip God according to the Me- 
thod which the Laws of their ſeveral Coun- 
tries have eſtabliſhed, or in diſſenting Aſſem- 


Inſtitution of it; whether they approve the 
| Prelatical Form of Church-Government, or think 


_ eligible ; or whatever other Differences there 
ſtians, they are undoubtedly Members of that 
Church which is Chriſt's Myſtical Body; that 
Church which our bleſſed Saviour has re- 
deemed with his Blood, protects by his ſpe- 


and Graces, and will at laſt preſent to his 


owing, which diſtinguiſhes the Faithful from as 


the reſt of the World. 
Whatever Societies therefore Men: belong 


known and diſtinguiſh” d ; whether they were 


were in the Number of adult Believers 3 whe- 


blies; whether they pray by a Form, or with- 
out one ; kneel in receiving the Lord's Supper, 
or think a Table Geſture more ſuitable to that 
holy Feaſt, and more agreeable to the firſt 


the Presbyterian or Congregational Models more 


may be among them, if they are ſincere Chri- 


cial Providence, repleniſhes with his Gifts 


Father, without Spot or Wrinkle, or any Juch Epheſ. v. 

thing. 27» 
The firſt Part of the Propoſition being thus 

eſtabliſhed and confirmed, [ proceed to the 


ſecond, viz. 
2. To 


By ARG IRIEES. in 


withſtanding this. 
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2. To make it appear that none but ſincere 


* Chriſtians belong to the Church, conſidered 


as Chriſt's Myſtical Body. 

Members of the viſible Church, I own, 
Hypocrites and Wicked Perſons may be: for if 
a Man openly owns the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel, profeſſes Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and was 
admitted by Baptiſm, in the Name of tlie 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into the So- 


ciety of Chriſtians, though he be a Stranger 
to a Work of Grace, and in his Heart an 
Enemy to God and Holineſs, yet he is rec- 
koned to belong to the vifible Church, not- 
Our bleſſed Saviour re- 
preſents the Kingdom of Heaven, or the viſible 
Church, as like a Field, in which J/heat and 


Matt iii Tares grow together until the Harveſt ; intima- 


ting thereby, that among ſuch as make a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, there will be a Mixture 
of Good and Bad, to the End of the World, 

when a perfect and final Separation will be 
made, and it will be eaſily and fully known 
who are ſincere, and who are Hypocrites., I 
conclude therefore (with learned Biſhop Pear- 
for*) © That within the Church, in the pub- 
© lick Profeſſion and External Communion 
© thereof, are contained Perſons truly good 
© and ſanctiſied, and hereafter ſaved; and 
e together with them, other Perſons, void 


— 


*Expoſit ion of the Creed, 5th Edit. p. 344. 
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r Jamned. And with judicious Hooker, © That 
< of the viſible Body and Church of Jeſus 
*. Chriſt, thoſe may be, and oftentimes are, in 
© reſpe& of the main Parts of their oyrward 


* Profeſſion, who in regard of their inward 


* Diſpoſition of Mind, yea of external Con- 
« verſation, yea even of ſome Parts of their 
«© Profeſſion, are moſt worthily both hateful 


< in the fight of God himſelf, and in the 
© Eyes of the ſounder Parts of the viſible 
Church moſt execrable *.” 


But though wicked Men and Hypocrites may 
be, and many ſuch are Members of the vi/ible 
Church, it is moſt evident that they cannot 


belong to the Church which is Chriſt*'s Myſti- 


cal Body. In a Parable of our Saviour's, 
which I had occaſion to take notice of before, 


the Tares which ſprang up and grew among 


the Wheat, (i.e. the inſincere Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion, who are in the viſible Church with 


the Faithful) are ſaid to be ſown by an Eneny, yg... ali. 


that is, the Devil. New (as a celebrated 39. 
Commentator of the Church of England argues) 
e Ts it reaſonable to conceive that the Devil, 
e the great Enemy of the Church and of its 


Head, ſhould beget Members of this Church; 
* fince there is no Communion betwixt Chriſt, Cone 


« and Belial? or that the Devil's Children 15. 


of | * Eccleftaſtical Polity, 1ſt Edit. p. 84. 


C = ſhould 


of Cbrift's Church, confider'd. 17 ]“ 
* all ſaving Grace, and hereafter to be . 
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Truth, that nothing can unite us to that 


John xiv. 
17. 


1 Cor: iii. God's Houſe and Building. The ſpiritual Struc- 


I Pet. ii. Materials are call'd lively Stones ; the Founda- 
Mar. xvi, tion on which this Building ſtands, is a Rock. 


| = be il. m al the Building fitly framed together, grou- 


ver, 22. 


ſhould be Members of Chriſt*s Body*?”” More- 
over, we learn from the Apoſtle, that there js 
A iv. one Body (viz. the Church) and one Spirit which 

animates the whole Body; and that if any 
Roin. viii Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
bis. © It therefore muſt be owned (faith the 
learned Doctor, whoſe Words I had occa- 


a the Head, but the Participation of the Spi- 
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* ſion to mention juſt before) as a certain 


© Church and Body, of which Chriſt Jeſus is 


* ritj”. Which Spirit (our Saviour has told 
10 the World cannot receive, becauſe it — him 
not, neither knoweth him. Again, 

The Church is frequently mentioned, in 
" the New 'Teſtament, under the Image of 


ture is raiſed and finiſhed by himſelf. 'The 


Jeſus Chriſt is call'd the chief Corner-Stone, in 


eth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. Againſt 
this Building the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. 
This is an Habitation of God through the Spirit, 
and in this he will dwell for ever. Now we 
can't ſuppoſe that wicked Men can belong to 


2 


** 


* Dr, Whitby on Matt. xiii. 23. 


| fs — en Epheſ. iv. 4. 


* 


. e Criſs Church, conf Herd. 
is a Church which has all theſe Characters 5 


ich Privileges. 

any To what has been ſaid, give me leave to 
e of | add, that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
the Kingdom of God, and that ſuch as die in their 
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ca- Unbelief and Impenitency, ſhall be everlaſt- 
tain | ingly excluded the Heavenly State, and ſen- 


chat || tenc'd to that Lake which burns with Fire and 


is is | Brimſtone, If Perſons of this Character, then» 


Spi- || can be the real and living Members of Chriſt's 
told | Myſtical Body, it would follow, that the Mem- 
him bers of Chriſt might be eternally ſeparated 
I from their Head, and periſh for ever; the 
|, in very mention of which is ſhocking. 


e of | There are a great many other Arguments | 


ruc-|| to prove what I have been endeavouring to 
The] maintain; but I think both Parts of the Pro- 
;nda- || poſition before advanced, are ſufficiently con- 


Rock. | firmed ; ſo that it may, without Heſitation, 


e, inf] be concluded, that all true and fincere Chriſti- 


which is Chriſt's Myſtical Body; which was the 
. thing to be demonſtrated. I now proceed, 


II. To conſider the Relation which the Cha- 
rater given to the Church in the Text ſug- 
geſts; and to ſhew the Reaſons and Founda- 
tion of it: Now that holy Company which I 
have been ſpeaking of, may, with great Pro- 
af priety, be called the Body of Chriſt, on ſeve- 
ral Avcounts, All the Faithful belong to our 

C 2 Lord 


ans, and none elſe, are Members of that Church 


I. 
1 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt by right of Purchaſe, for as 
much as they were not redeemed with corruptible 
Things, as Silver and Gold, but with his own 


moſt precious Blood. And as he bought them 


at ſuch a vaſt Expence, ſo being ſenſible that 
they are under infinite Obligations to him, 


they have made a hearty Surrender of them- 
ſelves to their Saviour, and agreed, and ſo- 
lemnly covenanted, to be his e Ser⸗ 
vants now and for ever.. 

Beſides, the Scriptures frequently mention 
a very intimate Union between Chriſt and Be- 
lievers. He is not only (as an excellent Mi- 


L niſter obſerves*) Emmannel, God with us, but 


he is ſaid to be in us, and we are ſaid to be 


in him. In ſhort, the Soul is not ſo cloſely 


united to- the Natural Body, as Chriſt is to 
his Body Myſtical : ] ſay, not fo cloſely; becauſe 
the Union between the Soul and Body may 
be broken, but the Union between Chriſt 
and his Church, is everlaſting, and the ſacred 
Bonds of it can never be diſlolv'd. 

Moreover ; the Church is a Society incor- 
porated under Chriſt its glorious Head, and 
in. that regard call'd his Body. A Company 
of People, you know, owning the Authority 
of a Civil Governour, and obliging themſelves 
by Oaths, or other Securities, to be true and 
faithful to the Goverment under which they 
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_ of ChrifFs Church, confider d. 
have put themſelves, is call'd a Political Body. 
Thus the whole Congregation of the Faithful 
throughout the World, having acknowledged 


9 
9 


2 


Chriſt for their Lord and King, obliged them- 
ſelves to be determined in all Caſes: by his 


Authority, to obey the Laws of his ſpiritual 


Kingdom, and to have an inviolable Regard to 


his Intereſt, are call'd his Body. 
Once more ; Chriſt is the Source of the 


Church's Happineſs and Life. This boly 


Society could never be ſupported without hims 


and on him it depends entirely. On ſuch 
Accounts as theſe, the Church is ſpoken of 
under the Character of Chriſt's Body; and the 
'Things which I have hinted, are the Foun- 
dation of the Relation which that Character 
ſuppoſes. + 

I have now diſpatch'd the two General 
Heads which I propos'd to ſpeak to, and 
ſhall proceed, 


III. To make ſuch an Improvement of what 


| has been offered, as may render my Diſcourſe 


on this Subje& the more uſeful. And, 
_ 1, From what has been delivered, it evl- 
dently follows, that the Church conſider'd as 


Chriſt's Myſtical Body, can have no other Head, 


and conſequently no other Law-giver but him- 
ſelf, © As the Head gives Life to the Body, 
5 30 ſaith a learned Prelate) as all Operations 


> are firſt directed, and afterwards judged 
* of 


— 
> —* 
, | 
* - 


aged. 


"Th be Nature and Entont SE, 
* of by the Head; this Image ſtrongly aſſerts 


t the Right of Legiſlation and Judgment ſolely 


- 


* to Chriſt, who is the Head, and not to 

te the higheſt Officer in his Church, who is not 
the Head, and therefore cannot aſſume to 
„ himſelf thoſe Rights, without the Preſump- 
e tion of ſetting himſelf 1 in the place of the 


e Head *,” 


What Power the Governours of Kingdoms, 
or Particular Churches are inveſted with, is an 
Argument in which this Corollary is not con- 
cerned; and I am ſo far from intending to 


| fpeak any thing againſt that Authori , Which 
by the Law of Chriſt, ſach have a Wbt to 


exerciſe, that nothing, which I have ſaid, 
does in the leaſt, relate to it. 

'The Church, you are ſenſible, which I am 
ſpeaking of, is the Body of Chriſt, and you will 
eaſily allow that there can be no more Heads 
than one, to this one Body; and therefore the 
Right of Legiſlation muſt be in this one Head. 
Beſides, the Church which I have been deſcri- 
bing, is inviſible; for it is known only to God 
himſelf, who are by Faith united to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and have his Holy Spirit dwelling in 
them. 'Theſe Things are out of the View of 
the wiſeſt Men upon Earth, and diſcoverable 
by none but the Searcher of Hearts. And if 
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the Repreſentation, p. 73, 74. 
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no Man, or Body of Men, can ſay who are 
Members of the inviſible Church, and who are 
not; no Man, or Body of Men, can pretend 
to any Right of Legiſlation, or Judgment, which 


hall affect this Catholick Church; nor can 


they make any Laws, on account of the Ob- 
ſervance or Non- obſervance of which, they 
dare pretend, that Men ſhall either have an 
Intereſt in the Favour of Almighty God, 
and be ſaved, or e that Favour, and 
periſn. 
2. From What has 3 ſaid, we may inc 
a Unity of the Church (conſidered 
as Chriſt's Myſtical Body) really conſiſts. 
That this Unity ought not to be placed in 
Mens being, in every thing, of the very ſame 
Opinion, is a Conceſſion, which, I ſuppoſe, 
will be made without any difficulty: For if 
our Union with the Holy Casholick Church, or 
with Chriſt's Myſtical Body, ſhould be ſaid 
to depend on a perfect Agreement in Senti- 
ments; this would be to make it depend on 
an Impoſſibility ; becauſe, as all Men did never 


yet in every thing think alike, ſo they never 


will: And while the Make of People's Minds 
is ſo different, and till they are equally capa- 

ble of ſearching after Truth, have the ſame 
Helps in their Enquiries, the ſame Advantages 


for Improvement, and view every thing in the 


fame Light; it is not poſſible that they 
| ſhould, 


The Nature and Extent | 
ſhouldꝰ. So that the Unity of Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body cannot conſiſt in this. 8 | 
Wherein then muſt we place it? Muſt it 
bein an Agreement of all the Members of 
the Church in the ſame Form of Ecclefiaſtical 
Polity, in their being united under one viſible 
Head, or one Epiſcopacy ; and worſhipping 
God in the very ſame manner, with the very 
fame External Rites, or according to one and 
the ſame Aci of Uniformity? No; for this 
g = would make the Unity of Chriſt's Myſtical 
9 Body depend on Human Conſtitutions, and 
1 the irventions of miſtaken and fallible Men; 
| [* ' and to declare another Cnter of Unity beſides 
i | Chriſt, which, methinks, none ſhould pre- 
= ſume to do. 8 | 5 
1 Well, if this Unity does not lie in any of 
3 the aforemention d things, how ſhall we fix 
4 it, and in what? I anſwer; The Unity 


1 which I am ſpeaking of, is a Unity of the Spi- 
= 7it : ſo the Apoſtle Paul, whoſe Notion of it 
| was undoubtedly very juſt, calls it. Thus 
Eph. iv.3.he exhorts the Epheſian Chriſtians, to keep the 

Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: from 
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® Conſenſus omnimodus plane impoſſibilis eſt. Tanta 
quippe eft Ingeniorum Diverſitas, tam varia Inſtitu- 
tio, tam variæ Dotes, tam varia rerum ipſarum, ut ita 
dicamus, latera, ut omnes idem de omnibus planè 
ſentire fieri prorſus ucat. Neque id vero un- 
| quam fuir inde ab Eceleſiæ Primordiis ad noſtra uſ- 
5 que tempora, neque unquam ad fine uſque ſæculo- 
rum videri poterit. Joh. Alph. Turretin. Nub. Tef- 
tium, &c. in Diſ. de Artic. Fundamentalibus. p. 31+ 
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of Chrifi's Church, Canfeder” d. 
| which, and the following Words, it ſeems 
plain to me (fays Dr. Vpbitby) that the 
Union of the Myſtical Body of the Church 
'* Catholick conſiſts in this; that they 


e all have the ſame Spirit communicated to 
* them from their Head, Chriſt Jeſus. For 
te the whole Body of Chriſtians is here ſaid to 


have one Sirit, and their Unity is ſtiled 


the Unity of the Spivit”. 
Should any ſuggelt that, upon theſe Prin- 


ciples, Perſons may throw off all Regard to 


that Order and Government, which ought 


to be maintain'd in particular Churches, and 


Societies of Chriſtians, and that things would 
run into Diſorder and Confuſion : I deſire it 
may be minded, that I am not ſpeaking of 
the Unity of particular Churches, but of the 
Unity of the Church Catholick, or of Chriſt's 


Myſtical Body; and therefore ſuch an Inſinua- 


tion is groundleſs. 'Though the Unity con- 
cerning which I am diſcourſing, be undoubt- 


edly a Unity of the Spirit (as I have been 


ſhewing) there is no queſtion to be made, 


but that all ſuch as have the Spirit of Chriſt, 


will think themſelves oblig'd to obey all his 
Laws; and therefore whatever Directions he 
has given, with regard to the Order and 
Government of particular Churches, they will 
(upon their being convinced that they are his 
Directions) readily obſerve and follow them: 
and if, at any time, in Matters of Indifferency, 
D and 
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and with reſpe& to which, they have a right 
to uſe their Chriſtian Liberty, they ſee 


Reaſons to difſent from any of their Fellow- 
Chriſtians ; they will, notwithſtanding this, 
be one with them in Love and Affection, and 
live in Peace: For the Holy Spirit, by which 
all the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body 
are ſuppos'd to be influenc d, will ever in- 
cline them to do ſo. You ſee then, that the 
Objection before-mention'd, is altogether 
without a Foundation. 

'The Unity of that Church, therefore, which 


is the Subject we have now under conſidera- 
tion, being a Unity of the Spirit, all ſuch 
as have that Unity, are in Unity with this 
Church; but whatever External Order, Peace 
and Concord any one may maintain, who is 
not intereſted herein (i. e. in the Unity of 
the Spirit) © he is but like a Stone in a 
Building, laid, it may be, ina comely Or- 
der; but not cemented and fixed unto the 


* Whole, which renders its Station »ſeleſs to 
* the Building, and unſafe unto itſelf *. 


3. From what has been ſaid of the Church, 
conſider d as Chriſt's Myſtical Body, it will 
_ evidently follow, that no Differences in the 
External Rites and Modes of Worſhip, can juſ- 
tify any, in charging their Fellow-Chriſtians 


* 


— — 


wa * n W Love, &. p. 99. 
wi ich 


F Cbriffs Church, confider d. 
with ſuch a Schiſm as cuts them off from the 
Catbolick Church, and from Chriſt the _ 
Ss 

There are ſome furious Men (as I obſery d 
in the beginning of this Diſcourſe) who 
make no Scruple to prorfounce all in a dam- 
nable State, that cannot ſatisfy themſelves in 
worſhipping God exactly as they do; tho, 
at the ſame time, they cannot but own, that 
the Obſervances which they lay ſo great a 
Streſs on, are not of poſitive Divine Inſtitu- 
tion. But how unreaſonable and uncharitable 
is this Zeal of theirs ! 

** 'The Ceremonies (as one obſerves) are but 
* as the Sein to the Body. Now, ſuppoſe 
* (fays he) that by ſome fretting Humour 
* or the Application of a Cauſtick, or a Ve- 
© ſicatory, &c. the Skin ſhould be taken off 
* round the Arm; ſo that by the Skin it 


* holds no Communion with your Body as 


* your other Limbs do: Will you ſay that 
e your Arm is now no part of your Body, 
* but paſs the Sentence of Exciſion upon it ? 
* Are not the Bone, the Muſcles, the Tendons, 
© the Arteries, and the Veins, ſufficient to 


* conſtitute and prove its Union with the 
5 „ Body, notwithſtanding this Diſſolution of 


* the Continuity of that which did but ex- 
e ternally clothe them 2 Why then are not 

* thoſe Churches, or Societies of Chriſtians, 
<*© Which are united in the true Faith, and all 
D 2 * the 


— Wo 


- 2 l *% RENE - 


The Nature and Extent 


« the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, equally re- 
ec * lated to Chriſt, the Head, and to one ano- 
* ther as Fellow-Members, tho they be ac- 
* eidentally divided in Ceremonies, and Exter- 
* nal Forms of outward viſible Communion? 5 
To leave the Church (in the Opinion of the 
Great Chillingworth) and to leave the External 
Communion of a Church, is not the ſame 
thing : That being done by ceafing to be a 
Member of it, by ceaſing to have thoſe Re- 
quiſites which conſtitute a Man a Member of 
it, as Faith and Repentance : This, by refuſing 
to communicate with a Church in her Litur- 
gies, and publiek Worſhip of Godf, . 
4. If all ſincere Believers are Members of 


| Chriſt's Myſtical Body, without doubt it mult 


be a wicked thing to | offer Violences of any 


| kind to ſuch. 


Perſecution has been too much practis din 
all Ages, and too many are guilty of it now. 
The Church of Rome is infamous for this; 
having made herſelf drunk with the Blood of 
the faithful Servants of the Lord Jeſus, and 
been guilty, one way and another, of the 
Murder of many Hundred Thouſands. But 
let her and her barbarous Sons know, that 
as often as they have dragoon'd, impriſon d, 


| 1 5 2 * — 8 
wa th th 


—ͤ—— 2 
— . 


» * Diſſenters no eee A ſecond Letter to Mr. 
Barſeou „Oc. p. 1 


1 Chi ingworth 5 2 Edit. 1704+ p. * 


4 WY wy | += UW wth kw Iv 


they have burnt a Martyr, they have burnt 
remember, that when Inquiſition ſhall be 


| eſcape the Vengeance it deſerves. I wiſh | 
| Occaſion has offered, to treat their Fellow- 


now think their Glory. The learned Dr. Bar- 
ro has told the World, that whoever doth 


kept up, eſpecially among Proteſtants. 


of Chriſ®'s Church, confider d. 29 
and abuſed the Servants of God, they have ; 
been injuring the Body of Chriſt. Every time 


one of Chriſt's own Members; and let them 
made for Blood, ſuch Wickedneſs will not 


they may think of it; and if thoſe among our- 
ſelves, who have too much given into ſuch 
cruel and unchriſtian Meaſures, by the Seve- 
rity with which they have been ready, as 


Proteſtants for Diſſenting from them, would | | 
lay it to heart, they would be humbled for, 
and aſhamed of that which perhaps they may 4 


highly offend againſt Charity, maligning and miſ- 
chieving his Brother, doth thereby ſeparate himſelf 
From Chriſt”s Body, and ceaſe to be a Chriſtian *. 

I hope therefore, that a juſt Abhorrence of 
Perſecution of all Kinds and Degrees, will be 


5. From what has been delivered, we may 
infer, that there is a Time coming, when 
many will be owned by Chriſt, and admitted 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, who were not 
allowed, by their angry and cenſorious Bre- 
N to be of the Church on Earth; while 
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The Nature and Extent 
abundance who gloried in their Church- 
Memberſhip, ſhall be eternally rejeted. 

The Hearts of Men are out of our reach, 
and the ſecret Springs of their Management 
and Actions are concealed from our View: 
ſo that we are not capable of judging who 
belong to Chriſt's Myſtical Body, and who | 


2 Tim. ii. do not. But the Lord knoweth them that are his, 


and will in a little while diſcover to the 
whole World, who are fincerely religious, and 
who are but pretendedly ſo. 

How many are there who now build high 
on their being incorporated into ſuch and 
ſuch a Society of Chriſtians, and place vaſt 
Confidence in' thoſe External Privileges to 
which they are entitled ; to whom the Judge 
will ſay in the great Day of Account, Depart 


Matt. vii. from me, ye that work Iniquity? While thouſands, 


who have been caſt out of the Church below, 
and left, in the Thoughts of their unchari- 
table Oppoſers, to the uncovenanted Mercy 
of God Almighty, ſhall be received by Chriſt 
... AS his own Members, and ſhine as ſo many 
un Suns i in the Kingdom of their Father. 

6. Do all that believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, love him in Sincerity, and ſubje& 
themſelves to his Authority and Government, 
belong ro Chriſt's Myſtical Body? From 
hence we may learn, what a glorious Compa- 
ny theſe will make, when they meet together 
in 


of Chriff's Church, conſider d. 


in the Upper World, and compoſe one general Heb. xii. 
- Aſſembly. | | 


While the Church is Militant, its Mem- 
bers are in a diſpers'd State, parcell'd out in- 
to ſmall Congregations; ſome in one Part of 


the World, and ſome in another; and a great 


Number of them are forced into Obſcurity, 
and deny*'d the Liberty of ſocial and publick 
Worſhip. Now, when all the ſcatter'd Saints 

on Earth ſhall meet together, when the ſin- 


cere Believers of all Chriſtian Aſſemblies ſhall 


be collected into one Body; when all the 
Faithful of paſt Generations, and all that ſhall 
live in Apes yet to come, ſhall form one So- 
ciety in the New Jeruſalem above; when all 


their Imperfections ſhall for ever diſappear, 


their Peeviſhneſs and Diſcontents, their Paſ- 
ſions and Prejudices, their Differences, Mif- 
underſtandings, and Jealouſies, ſhall be no 
more; when their Graces ſhall be made per- 
fe&, their 'Tempers entirely harmonious, and 
their Souls (as I may ſay) one; what a bleſſed 
Company will that be ! When all God's Peo- 
ple ſhall appear at once on that Mount Zion, 
and ſo many Millions join in an Hallelujah, 


what a Shout of Praiſe will be heard on that 


ſolemn and happy Occaſion ; and how will 
Heaven eccho with the O__ of that glo- 
rious Day ! 

7. From what has been ſaid, we may learn 
that it is the undoubted Duty of all Chri- 


ſtians 
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T. Nature and Eu 
ſtians to pay due Honour to Chriſt their Head ; 


to be ſincerely concerned for the Vefare of his 


Church, and to behave towards one another, 
as Felow-Members of the ſame Body Myſtical. 
(..) All the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body, ſhould pay a due Honour to their glo- 
rious Head. It is owing to him, and his 
diſtinguiſhing and unmerited Grace, that they 
are taken into that ſpiritual Relation which I 
have been deſcribing ; to Influences deriv'd 
from him, their ſpiritual Life is to be aſcri- 
bed; by the ſame Influences that Life is pre- 
ſerved and maintained; and to him they are 


indebted for Eternal Life too: So that the 
infinite Perfections of his Nature, and the 
Obligations they are under to him, call for 
their higheſt Regards, and the greateſt Ho- 
nours they are capable of paying him. 


All Chriſtians ſhould, therefore, love Jeſus 


Chriſt in Sincerity, receive him as their Sa- 
viour and Lord; depend upon him for the 
Supply of their Wants, for Direction in all 


their Difficulties, for Succeſs againſt, and 
Victory over their Spiritual Enemies, and for 


all that Grace which they ſtand in need of. 


And becauſe his Example is moſt worthy of 
Imitation, and his Authority to govern the 
World, and eſpecially the Church, is not to 
be called in queſtion ; their 'Tempers and 
Lives ſhould be like his, and to him they 
ſhould be univerſally obedient. Thus ſhould 
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honour their glorious Head. 
(2.) It is the Duty of ſuch to be (Wa 
concerned for the Welfare of that Church of 


which they are Members. If the Intereſt of 
Chriſt proſpers i in the World, if practical Re- 


ligion gains Ground; if an Addition be made 


to the Number of his faithful Followers, and 
the Kingdom of our Redeemer appears to be 
in a more flouriſhing State than formerly, and 


grows more extenſive ; this ſhould be matter 


of the greateſt Joy to all his Diſciples. But 


on the other hand, if ſerious Piety languiſhes, 


if Brotherly-Love grows cold, and divine 
Charity ſeems to be dying; if the Truths of 


the Goſpel are deny d by ſome, and betray d 
by others, and there be a falling away either 
into Immorality, or dangerous Errors ; if 
ſuch 'Things as theſe make the Church appear 
with a melancholy Face; this ſhould affect 
and grieve the true Members of it more than 


any Afflictions of their own. For this Chureh 


they ſhould always be earneſt and importunate 
Petitioners ; and when they go to the Throne 


of Grace to beg Mercy for themſelves, the 


Peace and Proſperity of Jeruſalem ſhould never 
be forgotten. To all which Inſtances of Con- 
cern, give me leave to take notice of another, 
and that is, 'That all the Members of this 
holy Catholick Church, ſhould faithfully im- 


prove the ſeveral Talents with which God 
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all the Members of Chriſt's e Body 
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has incralthd them, by promoting, in their 
ſeveral Stations, and according to their Abi- 
lities, the Intereſt and Kingdom of Chriſt | in 


| the World. 


3.) It is the Duty, * ought to be the 
| Study, and Endeavour of all Chriſtians, to 
carry it to one another as Fellow -Members 
of the ſame Myſtical Body. As they ſhould 
| ſincerely deſire each other's Welfare, and ex- 
preſs the greateſt Delight and Satisfaction in 
it; ſo when any Diſciple of Jeſus. Chriſt is 
in Diſtreſs and Affliction, the reſt ought to 
diſcover à moſt affectionate Commi ſeration, 


and the tendereſt Sympathy: according to 


the Advice of the Apoſtle, who bids. us re- 


Nom. xii, joice with them that rejoice, and weep with them 


15. 


| Diſciples. Our Religion, indeed, obliges us 


that weep. And ſeeing they are all Children 
ol the ſame Father, bear the ſame heavenly 


Image, ang are influenced by the ſame Spirit ; 
their Love ſhould be cordial, and without 
Diſſimulation, and ſtrong enough to prompt 
them to exert themſelves in doing all the 
Good they can for one another, and that 
- with regard to this World and the next. And 
| becauſe ſome of all Denominations among 
Chriſtians may be (and I have the Charity 
to believe are) Members of Chriſt's Body, 
the mutual Love, which I am ſpeaking of, 
| ſhould not be contin” d to thoſe of any one 
Perſuaſion, but extend itfelf to al Chriſt's 


to 
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to love our very Enemies, and Without doubt 
we ought ſo to do; but wherever we ſee the 
Ima ge of God, ſuch Perſons, how much ſo-- 
ever 1 may differ from us, ſhould be par- 
ticularly dear to us. Thus ſhould the Mem- : 
bers of Chriſt's Myſtical Body love one ano- 
ther, and this Love of theirs iO be pro | 
ductive of, and 1 wit Unity and 
Peace. | 

It was our Lord? 8 Charge to his Diſciples, 
and what he frequently repeated, that they 
ſhould love one another. 'The Apoſtle exhor! Rl ts Joh. xv. 
Chriſtians to put auay al Bitterneſs, Anger, and 12, 17. 
Clamour, and Evil- ſpeaking, and all Malice: Epheſ. iv. 
and indeed he never ſeems to deliver himſelf ? 
re pathethical Strain, than when he 


in a 
18 * this Duty. How moving is his 


Language to the Philippians * If there be there- 
fore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Philip. il. 
Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, fulfil ye my * 
Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame Love, 
being of one Accord, of one Mind. | 

And, O! how happy would it be for Fa- 
milies and Societies, for Towns, Cities, and 1 
Kingdoms, and the Church in general, if 
Chriſtians would attend to theſe Advices ! 
Diſcord would then be a Stranger among 


us, and Animoſities ceaſe. How would Re. 


ligion thrive in the midſt of ſuch a Catholick 
and Extenſive Charity! Its Beauties would 
then captivate Standers-by, and gain them 
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to be its Votaries ; the Weak would "EY a 
great Stumbling-Block removed out of their 
Way; and Unbelievers, obſerving the Excel- 
lency of Chriſtianity, that it was able to keep 
the Paſſions of Men in Subjection, and to ſup- 
preſs thoſe angry Reſentments which Nature 
could not pretend to maſter, would not be 
able to withſtand the irreſiſtible Charms of 
ſuch an Inſtitution, but fall in with it, as a 
Scheme admirably contrived, becoming the 
Perfections of its great, wiſe, and good Au- 
thor, and calculated, in every reſpect, to pro- 


mote the Happineſs of Mankind. 


Thus I-have pointed out the Duties which 
the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body owe . 
to their glorious Head, to the Church, and to 
one another. "Theſe: are Things in which all 
of us are very nearly concerned; and there- 
fore I would earneſtly recommend them to all, 
and more eſpecially to you who. have erected 


this Place for the Worſhip of God, and de- 


ſign for the future to aſſemble here for that 


purpoſe. - 


I am very ſenſible that your Condu& in 
the Step which you have now taken, is, and 
will be animadverted on with ſome Severity ; 


and that your Separation from the Eſtabliſhment 
vill be thought by ſome highly culpable, and 


call'd by very hard Names. But as far as I 
am capable of judging, what you have done 
will admit of a very juſt Defence; and J hope 

our 
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our Brethren of the Church of England, (for 
ſo we will beg leave to ſpeak of, and account 


them) will conſider what you have to offer 


in your Vindication, before they LL 


to cenſure and. condemn you. 

The Principles which you go upon (if 1 
know any thing of them) are ſuch as theſe. 
f As Chriſtiaus and Proteſtants, you take the 


Bible to be the only Rule of your Faith, Prac- 
tice, and Worſhip ; and believe „ to 
the ſixth Article of the Church of England) 


that the Holy Scripture containeth all things ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation : ſo' that whatſoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 
be required of any Man, that it ſhould be believed 
as an Article of Faith, or be thought requiſite or. 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

Lou demand it as your Right, to 2 the 
Scriptures, which you muſt take for your 
Rule, and to judge for yourſelves, what Articles 
of Faith theſe Scriptures contain, and what 
Directions they give you for ordering your 
Praftice and Worſhip. 


You reckon (and very juſtly) that your 


Souls are your own, that you muſt be ac- 
countable to God, at the Day of Judgment, 
for the Care you have taken of them; and 


that the Buſineſs of Salvation being of the 


greateſt Conſequence, if you do not purſue 
thoſe Methods, which, upon the moſt ſerious 


Deliberation, you believe will have the moſt 
effectual 
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effectual FTendency to promote, and ſecure: 
your everlaſting Welfare arid Happineſs ; you 
ſhall be guilty of an inexcuſable Neglect, 
and fuch as you cannot juſtify, either to 
God, or your own Conſciences. 

You have (I take it for granted) examined 
the Word of God, with an Integrity becom- 
ing Chriſtians, and ſincere, Enquirers after 
Truth; and are convinced, I ſuppoſe, that 
the Way of Worſhip which you have now 
made choice of, (having none of thoſe Ceremo- 
nies in it which are of Human Invention, and 
allowing you a Right to all Goſpel-Ordinances, 
upon the naked Terms, on which Chriſt hath 
left them to Mankind) is more agreeable to 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and more con- 

Gal. v. 1. ſiſtent with the Liberty wherein Chriſt hath 
made you free, than the Worſhip of the Church 
by Law Eſtabliſb d. And, upon conſulting 
Experience, you find, I preſume, that. the 
Service of God among thoſe Proteſtant Diſ⸗ 
ſenters, whoſe Method you approve, is per- 
form'd more to your Spiritual Edification, 
Advantage, and Comfort, than in any other 

way. Upon this Conviction, you think your- 
ſelves obliged to chuſe, as you have now 

done. And the ſame Authority, by which 

the Church of England has her Eſtabliſhment, 

having allowed you to make choice of ſuch a 
Miniſter for yourſelves, as you think will be 

moſt ſerviceable to you, and to worſhip God 

in 
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tates of your Cotiſciences ; you have, I think, 


only exerted that Right which the Law of 
" Nature, the Law of "Chriſt, and the Law of 
the Nation have all given you; and therefore 
done no more than you can Ty to God 
and the World. 


As to the ſabſtantial Down of your Reli- 


with Apoſtacy or Hereſy, ſo, ſhould they be ſo 
angry as to lay the Guilt of Schiſm at your 


door, they will find the utmoſt difficulty to 
make it appear, that they have not wrong'd 
you by ſo doing. 


79 


Cribs Church, bunſider d. . 
in a way that is moſt agreeable to the Die- 


gion, they are the ſame as before. You wor- 
ſhip the ſame God with our Brethren of the 
Eſtabliſoment; believe in the ſame Saviour, 
and expect all your Aſſiſtances, Supports, and 
Comforts from the ſame ever-bleſſed Spirit: To 
the Service of this Sacred and Eternal Trinity, 
you deſire to devote yourſelves; you profeſs 
the ſame Faith, walk by the ſame Rule, .own 
"the ſame Sacraments, and declare yourſelves 
bound to the i ſame Heaven, in the ſame and 
only way of Holineſs and Obedience. To which 
I add, that you ought to be, and I hope are, 
one with our Brethren in Love and Affection. 
As they cannot therefore charge you either 


In ſhort, I am fully perſuaded, that if you 


have proceeded on the Principles before- men- 
ä tioned, * have acted a part which you will 


never 


& —Y hs hs hc . 9 * * * * 
£ * FIND ACS , "IF T2 EL 2 1 
5 * 
8 aF * 
1 * 


40 227 Nature ad Extent 


| 5 er have any reaſon. to repent of ; and 
3 therefore let nothing diſcourage you. 
; As to the Place which -you have built for 
Divine Service, it is very decent and commo- 
dious; and if you enjoy the Divine Preſence 
in it, I dare ſay you will not like it the 
| worſe, becauſe it wants the Formality of an 
| Epiſcopal Conſecration. Under the Goſpel, the 
| Diſtinction of Places is undoubtedly at an end. 
| Ioh. iv. 21, The Hour cometh (ſays our Bleſſed Saviour to 
= *5 the Woman of Samaria) when ye ſhall, neither 
| in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip 
[| the Father ; but the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
| the Father in Spirit aud in Truth : for the Fa- 
ther ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. And the great 
| Maſter of Aſſemblies has been graciouſly 
& Mar.xviii. pleas d to declare, here two or three are ga- 
mo thered together in my Name, there am I in the 
midft of them. The Holineſs of Places ſet 
apart for the ſtared Worſhip of Ged, * is 
* nothing elſe but their actual Separation, 
or Appointment to a Religious Uſe.” And 
the Conſecration of ſuch Places, however per- 
' form'd, can add nothing to the Acceptance 
of the Services which are perform'd in them. 
I know that a great Advocate for the Church 
$ of England, would have it manifeſt, that the 
ar very Majeſty and Holineſs of the Place, where 
n God is worſhipped, hath, in regard of us, great 
Virtue, | Force, and Efficacy ; for that it ſerveth 
as a ſenſitle Help to Hir up Devotion, and, in 
that 
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that reſpect, bettereth no doubt even our holie, 


and beſt Aftions in thi kind *. But, as far as 


I dan ſee, this ſpiritual. Virtus which is 
imagin d 4 be the Reſult of a Jormal Conſe- 
ration, * is (as one obſerves) a mere Fic- 
© tion, becauſe God has no where promiſed 
6 to put ſuch Virtues i in things Dnſecrated 
by mere Human Appointment. 12 5 Devo- 
* tions are truly excited by Means ordain'd 
* of God; ſuch are the Word, Sacraments, 
* and Prayer, to which God has promiſed 
© his Bleſſing. Things arbitrarily conſecrated 
oy by the Wiſdom of Men, may affect Ju 
i Perſttious Minds; but a Mind truly, pious, 
e js moved to Devotion by the Conſi 48 
r tion of the. Divine Character, of Holy 
* Ordinances, and the Jy Preſence of 
© God with chem 3 


1 you have therefore. fincere 4 goo 


your Hearrs, and to whom you mult be ac- 
countable for this, and all the reſt of yout 
Management; that your Separation from the 
Eftabliſh'd Church, is not the Effect of Raſb- 
eſs and Jnconfideration, of Pecviſhneſs or 

Prejudice, of Pride or V. aur log, or any 
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| Views which, in the Judgment of Charity; 
| can be eſteem'd criminal; but that you ſin- 
cerely deſire to keep gloſe to your. Bibles, 

and to act according to the Word of God, 
and the PDictates of your Conſciences, and 
have nothing ſo. much at hearc as the Honour 
of your Redeemer, and your own eternal 
Welfare; yon * expect to hape God with 
1 
y And now. let 1 me exhort you, © in the Name 
of our great Lord and Maſter ; let me be; 
ſeech and entreat you, as you profeſs to be 
his Diſciples and Followers, and would be 
thought to have a ſincere. Concern for his 
Intereſt and Glory in the World ; Vea, let 
me, by Authority from him, give it in 
charge to you, to live up to the Dignity of 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion and Character; and 

by the Holineſs and Purity of your Con 
rin ii: 0, yerſations, adorn the Dettrine. of God your 
Saviour in all things. Study to keep Conſcien- 
ges void of Offence towards God and Men. 
Let your fri Juſtice, in the Management of 

your Trades and worldly . Employ ments, 

your Truth and Sincerity in all your Wor 
2 Actions; ; yout peaceable Temper and 


* 1 


your Humility and Condeſcenſiun, your Love 
and Clariiy, and Forwardneſs to do Good, 
as you have Opportunity; let *your Tempe: 
vat. and a ty, your Heaveuly-Mindedueſi 


and 
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and Contempt of © this World, your Reverence of | 
God's Holy Name, and conſtientious Obſer- 
vation of the Day which he has ordered you 
to Sanctihj, your religious Behaviour in your 
ſeveral Families, your Faithfulneſs in every 
Relation, your inviolable Attachment to the 
Intereſt of your Country, and ſteady and 
unſhaken Zeal for his Moſt Excellent Maje- 
ſty King Groxcs, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in his Illuſtrious Houſe Let ſuch things as 
theſe (I ſay) be an Evidence to all that ob- 
ſerve your good Converſations, that your 
Religion is more than a Name, and that you 
are in earneſt in what you — 5 If ever 
there was need of good Examples, I am ſure 

there is now : Let your Behaviour therefore 

be as becometh Holineſs, that the Word of 

God may not be blaſphemed ; but others 

may, by your good Works which they behold, 1 Pet. ii 
glorify God in the Day of Viſitutiu. 12 
Such, my Brethren, let your Convert Ip 
tions be, and then you will have no reaſon 

to be moved at any of the Reproaches which 

you may meet with. You” know very well 

that it has been the Lot of good Perſons, 

in all Ages, to meet with ill Treatment. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf could not eſcape 

the Revilings of malicious Tongues. When 

St. Paul, with Silds his Companion, eame 

to preach the Goſpel at 'Theſſalonita, they 
Pen aa with being Diſturbers of the 
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1 Peace; and the unbelieving Jews 
* xvii. raiſed this Outer upon the Occaſion : Theſe 
that have turn d the World upſide down are come 
hither alſa. So, that you muſt not be ſurprized 
if you hear Were reflected on. 
Bear, my Brethren, every. Inſult with 
Courage and Meekneſs of Spirit, and eſteem 
the Reproach :of Chriſt as . your Glory and 
Crown. If any ſhew themſelves to be of a 
ſpiteful Temper, look upon ſuch as Objects of 
Pity, and pray that God would give them a 
Phil. ii. 3. Frame more ſuitable to the Goſpel of Peace, 
and that the ſame Mind may be in them, as 
1 pet. ili. Mas in Chriſt eſus. Render not Evil for 
9. Evil, or Railing for Railing. Bleſs them that 
curſe you, and requite the moſt unkind Uſages, 
with all the Offices of Love and Friendſbip 
that are in your power; and let the Words 
of our Saviour be your Comfort, whatever 
"ay 14, you may meet with: Bleſſed are ye when Men 


12. ſhall revile, you, and ſay. all manner f Evil 


aAgainſt you fall for, my ſake 3, rejoice and be ex- 
erding glad, for great is your Reward i in Heaven. 
1Schiſmaticks, Hypocrites, Peace-breakers, Fana- 
ticks, and the like, are Words which have no | 

: pleaſing Sound; and if you ſhould at any 
time be ſaluted with them, they may perhaps 


give you ſome Uneaſineſs: but keep a good 
Conſcience, and after you have made ſuch a 
calm Reply to your uncharitable Accuſers, 
4 * Credit, of "gs and your own in- 
jured 
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jured Characters call for, leave the full An- 
ſwer to all the Charges which may be brought 
againſt you, and the final Deciſion of all Dif- 
ferences, to that equitable Judge, before 
whom you, ſuch angry Brethren, and all 
Mankind, muſt ſhortly appear. The laſt Judg- 
ment, you may depend upon it, will ſet all 


things right: In the mean time be patient, for — Va 


the Coming af+he Lord draweth nigh. : 
And now, Brethren, I commend you 10 God, 


and to the Word of his Grace, which is able 20, ,Afts _ 
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build you up, and to give you an Peg | 


among all them which are Sanftified, May he, 1 Pet. v. 


by the Influences of his Holy Spirit, make you 10. 


Perſect, ſtabliſp, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. May all 
120 Sermons which ſhall hereafter be preach'd 
in this Place, be attended with God's Bleſſing, 
and may the Word of Life have glorious Suc- 
ceſs : May all the pious Prayers which you 


"ſhall from time to time join in, be heard and 


anſuer d: May your Praiſes be accepted, and 


the . Sacraments which Chriſt has inſtiruted in 


the Church, be faithfully improved, and made 


profitable and ſaving. May Peace be within 


theſe Walls, and Proſperity wait on all your 


ſolemn AſſemlJies ; and may all of us be found 


Living Members of Chriſt's Age Body; that 
being, by Faith, united to him now, we may 


5 hereafter be admitted into his Preſence and 
Kingdom, and ſpend an Eternity with him. 
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257 Nature and: b UR 
To Him, to the Father, and the Euer - Blend 
Spirit of Grace and and Truth, Fhree Perſonsz 
and one Glorious, Incomprehenſible, and. E· 
terna God, be the higheſt Honours paid hy 
Mints” and EEE now NG for * Amen 
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Juſt Publi iſhed, 
' Thirteen Sermons concerning the Doctrine 
of the TRINI Tv. Preach'd at the Merchant 
Lecture, at Salters-Hall. Together with 4 
Vindication of that celebrated Text, 1 John 
v. 7. from being ſpurious ; and an Explication 
of it, upon the Suppoſition of its being Ge- 
nuine: In Four - Sermons, preach 'd .at .the 
ſame Lecture, Ann. 1719, 1720. By the Re: 
verend Aer CarAur D. D. Price 55. 


II. An Eſſay towards « a. Practical aa 
8 deſcribing the Genius and Nature 
of the Engliſh Tongue. Giving likewiſe a 
rational and plain Account of Grammar in 
general; with a familiar Explanation of its 
Terms. By Mr. Jas GkEENWOOD, Sus- 
Maſter of St. Pauls School. The Second 
Edition, very much improved: T Which is 
added an ' Engliſh Proſody, by Mr. Dent. 
I2 mo. Price 25. 6 d. 
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